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NOTICE 


We specialize in Church Fabrics by the yard for vestment 
miaterials, altar decorations, etc. You can depend upon prompt 
delivery as well as any request for samples. 


THOMAS A. BLAKE 
366 Fifth Avenue New York 1, N.Y 


“‘The House of Ecclesiastical Materials’’ 





Our Infant of Prague Gift Package 
is the solution to your gift problems! 


Suitable for young and old, it is a greatly appreciated present. Con- 
tains the following: (1) Ever-sharp pencil, snowy-white opaque finish, 
with gold-plated trimmings, bearing image of Divine Infant with the 
inscription: “The more you honor Me, the more wiil I bless you.” 
(2) 64 page booklet with history of the devotion, accounts of many 
favors and numerous prayers. (3) White plastic 2-way torpedo pencil 
holder with pencil. (4) Artistic medal mounted on card. (5) Pieture 
and leaflets. (6) Gift card bearing sender’s greetings. All enclosed 
in an attractive gift box, $1.50 prepaid. 

Youngsters delight in the story of the holy Infant, and will want 
to wear the medal to ask His loving care. The picture, kept as a 
bookmark, will remind them to ask His help in their studies; and 
what joy they will find in using the pencils in school. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





Rosaries Rechained 


Your Rosary rechained in Sterling Silver, $1.50; or in nickel- 
silver, $1.00. (Nickel-silver is stronger.) 

Rosary made of any beads you send, same price as rechaining. 
New cross 20¢ extra; center, 10¢. 

Sterling Silver Crucifix, $1.00; center, 50¢. 

Beautiful hand made crystal rosary, sterling silver cross, chain 
and center, $5.00. 


SEND TO: J. RANDALL, 815 Sergeant, Joplin, Missouri 





Tabernacle and Purgatory 


Printed and published monthly by the Benedictine Sisters of Per- 
petual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under the supervision of a Bene- 
dictine Father. 

Subscription Price: $1.00 per year. Foreign countries: $1.25. 

Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 
at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. Ac- 
ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 
1108, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized July 17, 1918. 
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WANTED: A man experienced in firing boilers and steam- 
fitting maintenance. Accommodations, including laundry, fur- 
nished. References required. Please address applications to: 


Benedictine Convent, Clyde, Missouri 





From the fathomless wound of Mary's maternal sword-pierced Heart 
have sprung graces of love and purity. The Church invites us this month 


to reflect attentively on the mystery of our Mother's sorrows. Let us try 


to reach her Heart! 
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The Love and Honor of the Angels 


Re) <> ae Se 





HE science of the philosopher, says a spiritual writer, 
is like, in its abundance, to an inundation of waters; for, 
ej 2s the land is sometimes overspread by the swelling of 
3 the sea over its boundaries, so the mind of a Christian 
is sometimes so penetrated with the lights of Faith, that 
it is absorbed in wonder and amazement. This asser- 
. tion is fully verified in the knowledge which revelation 
gives of the holy Angels. However slightly we consider what it teaches 
of them, we discover so many and such powerful reasons for loving these 
blessed spirits that we can scarcely refuse to do so. Even though we 
may not be able to declare our sentiments on devotion to the Angels, — 
for it is the property of great things to baffle description, and the motives 
which challenge our love for the holy Angels are inexpressible — our 
love must surely appear in some devotion to them! 

Every possible motive concurs in pressing us to love these spirits 
of love. If we regard the glory of God, we must love the Angels; if 
we regard our own interests, we must love the Angels; if we consider 
the desires of the Blessed Virgin and the saints, we must love the Angels. 

If we are of those souls who act by the movements of grace, and 
live for God alone, we must love the Angels, since these blessed spirits 
are the objects of His complacency and the masterpieces of His love. 
We often err in the choice of friends, but we cannot be deceived in 
loving those whom God wishes us to love; and in the case of the Angels, 
He Himself sets the example. 

We must love the Angels or cease to have a human heart, for 
where can we go to defend ourselves from the arrows of their charity 
as regards both our spiritual and our natural life? If we traverse the 
earth, its elements and everything in it recount their love. The sun, 
by its vivifying influence on this nether globe, announces this truth 
from day to day; the aurora which precedes the dawn proclaims the 
loving care of these holy spirits. The most obscure nights are not so 
gloomy as to conceal their bounties. These sentinels, placed on the 
watchtowers of Israel, the Church, defend its gates day and night. If 
we descend to purgatory, we shall see these blessed spirits inflamed 
with a more intense fire of love for the poor prisoners than the flames 
which purify them. Nor are infidel kingdoms and pagan nations 
abandoned by them. They help sinners as well as the just. No crea- 
ture of God, howsoever wicked, is deemed unworthy of their care. 

Human beings are differently affected; some are attracted by 
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honors, some by riches, and others by pleasure. If pleasure attracts 
us, these blessed spirits can procure it for us, for they are placed at 
the source of eternal joy. If we wish to have the favor of the mighty, 
there is nothing in created being more powerful than the angelic nature. 
If we sigh after greatness, we know that these peers of the celestial 
realms procure for their clients the sceptre of immortal honor and the 
diadem of unfading glory, for the dispositions of the Angels differ 
greatly from those of the high ones of this earth. These latter wish to 
reign alone, whereas the highest ambition of these princes of love is 
to share their thrones with us, that we may partake of their felicity. 





If we are captivated by beauty, do we not know that the Angels 
are beautiful beyond description, and that their transcendent beauty 
is not subject to decay? Another motive for loving these amiable 
friends is their incomparable love and constancy. Their love includes 
every species of love; their constancy is so great that, whatever in- 
gratitude we evince toward them, they seem to overlook it, incessantly | 
watching over all that concerns us, defending.us against our enemies, 
and rendering us every service. 


The Angels are most faithful friends, most powerful protectors, 
wise masters, tender parents, affectionate brothers. They are the 
missionaries of paradise. They are profoundly skilled in the science 
of eternity. They pity us in the dangers to which we are continually 
exposed. They evince a care for every age and state of life. They 
are indefatigable in providing for those in distress. They are 
protectors of chastity, being charmed to see frail mortals live on earth 
as they live in heaven. They are infallible guides to God. They 
obtain pardon for sinners. They console the miserable and distressed. 
They teach us that nothing is worth regarding but eternity. 

Our hearts must be ungrateful and insensible indeed if we are 
not drawn by these moives to love these heavenly spirits. But perhaps 
we have been blind and insensible to them in the past, for, after all, 
how little loved are these blessed spirits! It is true, some persons 
honor the Anzel Guardians, but how many honor the Cherubim, the 
Seraphim, or the other choirs? Lack of devotion to the Angels arises 
from our lack of spiritual insight, which is due in turn to our not 
living truly interior lives. We are so absorbed in earthly cares, so 
taken up with the pleasures of the senses, that we are little affected 
by spiritual things. There are, indeed, a few persons whose detach- 
ment from earthly concerns renders them susceptible to the elevations 
of grace, yet many even of this number do not extend their devotion 
beyond the Angel Guardians. They are quite unmindful of the higher 
choirs, though the greater and more elevated the choir, the greater is 
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their power and love, and the more worthy are they of our devotion. 
The saints and Fathers of the Church use every argument to induce us 
to love these celestial beings. St. Denis, a contemporary of the Apostles, 
and filled with their spirit, wrote admirable things of the Angels, and 
delighted in taking the name “Philange,” — “Friend of the Angels.” 

It is a most praiseworthy practice to honor the nine choirs of 
Angels by some daily prayers in their honor, and by invoking them 
in the different necessities of life. The Seraphim are the princes of 
pure love and teach their clients how to love God truly. The Cherubim 
are the Angels of light and understanding and teach the science of 
sanctity. The Thrones patronize peace of heart and tranquility of soul. 
The Dominations teach the art of self-government. The Virtues are 
masters in the school of perfection, The Powers are our defenders. 
The Principalities preside over nations and kingdoms. The Archangels 
are zealous for our well-being and procure for us a thousand blessings. 
The Angels are our special Guardians and ever accompany us through- 
out life, assisting us in a multitude of ways, and protecting us from 
dangers. A fervent devotion to these heavenly spirits will bring count- 
less blessings and make us sharers in the never-ending joys of heaven! 


An Expression of Gratitude to the Angels 


A friend writes: “This month of September, which is dedicated 
to the holy Angels, brought me an experience that showed their love 
and protection. On September 8th, the anniversary of the birth of our 
beloved Mother Mary, Queen of the Angels, I spent most of the morn- 
ing working in the garage. A good deal of the time was spent under 
a large shelf which held many heavy boxes. It seemed less than five 
minutes after leaving the garage that I heard a heavy thud. Investiga- 
tion showed the shelf had fallen, throwing the boxes all around, es- 
pecially where I had been standing. As some of them contained 
picture frames and other breakable articles, there was a good deal of 
broken glass scattered about. The weight of any box, had it struck me, 
would have been enough to cause serious injury, if not death, to say 
nothing of the danger of broken glass. Will you please burn a large 
wax candle, for a day and a night, before the Blessed Sacrament as a 
small offering to express my thanks and praise?” — Mrs. R.S., Calif. 





The ANGEL OF CHARITY awaits your gift to gladden the 
war-sufferers of Europe, who still appeal for help. Offerings will 
be forwarded, if sent to: 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Novena to the Holy Angels 


—B--E- 


Ask the Angels’ intercession in your spiritual and temporal needs. 
Participate in our Solemn Novena to the Angels, which will be held 
from SEPTEMBER 23d to OCTOBER lst, in our four Sanctuaries of Per- 
petual Adoration: Clyde and Kansas City, Missouri; Mundelein, Illinois; 
and Tucson, Arizona. 


Thousands of persons will offer praise and love, and appeal to 
them for the favors they need. Humbly and confidently rely on their 
intercession in your behalf. Pray with faith, and do not allow any 
secret disbelief of being heard to put an obstacle in the way. Make a 
good confession, receive Holy Communion, and offer Holy Mass in 
their honor during the nine days of the Novena, in addition to reciting 
nine Glory be to the Fathers in honor of the nine Choirs. 


We shall gladly place your petitions close to the Most Blessed 
Sacrament exposed, if you wish to mail them to the address below. 


Angelic Assistance 


“TIT made the Novena to the Angels for a special favor, which I so 
much needed, and almost at once I received the help and favor I prayed 
for. I will be forever grateful.’’ — Mrs. J. E., Kentucky. 


“I am sending my intentions for the Novena to the holy Angels. 
I am glad to see that the holy Angels are coming into their own. Too 
little veneration is given to these blessed spirits, though we owe them 
so much.”’ — Miss L. K., Dlinois. 


“T wish to thank the holy Angels for the very good position my 
sister obtained during the Novena made to them. We were also blessed 
with many special favors.’’ — Mrs. J. L., California. 


“I made the novena last September to the holy Angels for better 
sight and loss of fear in the confessional. Both my petitions were 
answered; you may tell others, if you wish.”” — Mrs. F. J., Texas. 


Address: Benediétine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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The Holy Name of Mary in Our Life and Death 


Stee 


T is well known how much people are guided by caprice 
in the names which they appropriate to persons and 
things. But we cannot think this regarding the name of 
Mary. It is no mere empty sound, no echo of fancy. 
This sublime name did not originate on earth. It came 
from heaven. By an express command from the Most 
High, Joachim and Anne gave it to their holy infant. 

The spiritual writer, Richard of St. Lawrence, affirms that the admirable 

name of Mary emanated from the treasury of the Divinity, and that 

the Three Divine Persons of the adorable Trinity decreed that this 
name be given to her who was to be the Mother of Jesus. After the 
name of Jesus, it is the greatest of names. 

Among the sublime privileges of the name of Mary, let us con- 
sider the benefit her children find in it in life and death. “First, 
during life,” says St. Honorius, “the name of Mary is full of Divine 
sweetness.” It is related of the venerable Father Juvenal Ancina, Bishop 
of Saluces, that he felt in his mouth a sensible sweetness while pro- 
nouncing the name of Mary. Other holy persons have attested to the 
same effect. But it is not of this sensible sweetness — which is granted 
only to a few chosen souls — that we wish to speak. It is of the spiritual 
sweetness — of the consolation, confidence and holy joy which those 
experience who reverence this holy name. Abbot Francon writes that, 
after the Name of Jesus, there is not a name in heaven nor on earth 
from which devout persons receive so many graces as from the name 
of Mary. This name has in it something amiable and Divine. When 
it enters a faithful heart, it diffuses Divine grace. Though repeated 
a thousand times, this admirable name is always new. 

St. Bernard was most devoted to the holy name of Mary and de- 
clared that it cannot be pronounced without inflaming the heart. The 
thought of it alone invigorates hearts. By its remembrance, the afflicted 
are consoled, and sinners are encouraged to seek pardon. This name 
is our riches in poverty, our consolation in sorrow. 

Some spiritual writers compare the name of Mary, like that of 
Jesus, to “oil poured out.” Oil assists in the healing of wounds; it 
provides sustenance for a burning flame; it is a component of some 
perfumes. In a spiritual manner, the holy name of Mary comforts 
the sick, inflames hearts with Divine love, and rejoices the disconsolate. 
The name of Mary is full of grace and benediction. It cannot be 
uttered without procuring for the soul some spiritual good. Its virtue 
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is such that it softens the most obdurate hearts and brings them to 
repentance. It is the safeguard of the living and hope of the dying. 


In France, in the seventeenth century, there lived a holy priest, 
Father Bernard, who distinguished himself by his love of poverty 
and his charitable care of the poor. He constantly visited the prisons 
in Paris, to inspire their inmates with sentiments of resignation, of 
penitence and Christian hope. At the end of his exhortations, he 
caused all te sing the Salve Regina. Father Bernard was particularly 
zealous in promoting the recital of the celebrated prayer of St. Bernard 
to the Mother of God, the Memorare, and caused it to be translated 
into various languages. He distributed more than two hundred 
thousand copies of this prayer, by means of which he effected in- 
numerable conversions. One day he accompanied to the scaffold a 
hardened criminal, who even then ceased not to blaspheme. The 
good priest followed him to the ladder and made an effort to embrace 
him. The other pushed him back so violently as to knock him down. 
Although much hurt by the fall, Father Bernard arose, and falling on 
his knees, began his favorite prayer, “Remember, O most gracious 
Virgin Mary!” The impenitent culprit immediately burst into tears, 
and gave every sign of sincere repentance. 

On another occasion, Father Bernard visited a prisoner under 
sentence of death, who refused to approach the sacrament of penance. 
He greeted the unhappy man, exhorted him to hope in God, and spoke 
of the Divine judgments awaiting him if he remained obstinate. The 
other remained unmoved. He begged him to recite at least a short 
prayer to Mary; he refused. Then Father Bernard himself began his 
favorite prayer in the hope that the prisoner would join him; but the 
unhappy man remained silent. Not dismayed by his want of success, 
the holy man persisted in his efforts, and at length triumphed over 
the obstinacy of the condemned man, who finally burst into tears and 
manifested the deepest compunction. 

“To him who shall invoke your name,” Jesus said to His Mother 
in the presence of St. Bridget, as recorded in her revelations, “and 
confide in your intercession, having at the same time a firm purpose 
to amend his life, I shall give contrition for his sins, the means of doing 
sufficient penance, the grace of perseverance, and the kingdom of 
heaven.” 

The name of Mary is the consolation of her children because it 
is the terror of the infernal spirits. At the mention of this holy name, 
Satan flees and all hell trembles. Richard of St. Lawrence calls the 
name of Mary “a strong tower which not only shelters sinners from 
the pursuits of Divine justice, but preserves the just from the assaults 














Tabernacle and Purgatory 137 


of hell.” It is well known that the name of Mary is a most effectual 
remedy against temptations of impurity. The same author notes that 
in the Gospel of St. Luke the text reads, “And the Virgin’s name was 
Mary,” and calls attention to the joining of the words Virgin and Mary 
to insinuate to us that they are synonymous, having the same meaning. 
St. Peter Chrysologus holds the same opinion, as he declares that 
“Mary” means “chastity,” and says that he who in the hour of 
temptation invokes this blessed name, can be confident of preserving 
untarnished this precious virtue. 


It would be impossible to narrate all the victories won by the 
servants of Mary by invoking her holy name. St. Anthony of Padua, 
and numerous other saints, have put to flight the evil spirits by calling 
upon this name. The devils fear the name of Mary so much that the 
mere mention of it causes them to abandon their-prey when already 
in their grasp. 

Thomas a Kempis offers this praiseworthy counsel: “If you wish 
to be consoled in tribulation, recur to Mary, venerate, invoke, commend 
yourself to Mary. Rejoice with Mary,” he continues, “weep with Mary, 
pray with Mary, walk with Mary, seek Jesus with Mary, desire to live 
and die with Jesus and Mary.” 


The Name of Mary Is Sweet in Death 


But if the name of Mary is sweet to her children during life 
because of the graces it procures, it is infinitely sweeter in death by 
the consolation it infuses and the victory it achieves. It is recom- 
mended by many spiritual authors that those employed in assisting 
the dying repeat to them the name of Mary, because it supports them 
in their pains, and puts to flight the evil spirits. St. Camillus, who 
founded an order to assist dying persons, told his religious to remind 
the dying to invoke the holy names of Jesus and Mary. His biographer 
relates that the saint himself, in his last moments, repeated so devoutly 
these holy names, his eyes fixed on their images and the delights 
of paradise imprinted on his countenance, that the assistants at his 
bedside were enraptured. Let us frequently beg God to grant us the 
favor of repeating this blessed name in our dying moments. How 
sweet, how happy must be the death of those whom God deigns to 
grant this grace, for it is a certain sign of predestination and salvation 
when He enables His servants in their last hour to pronounce the 
all-saving name of Mary. St. Bonaventure, with affecting sentiments, 
delighted in praying that when his soul departed from his body, Mary 
might graciously come forth to meet and receive it. He was assured 
that Mary would not refuse to console him by her sweet presence, 
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and be ‘for him the ladder and way to ascend to heaven, obtaining for 
him pardon of his sins and eternal rest. 

This name of Mary — the terror of hell, the joy and consolation 
of the faithful on earth — is so dear and so prized by the whole Church, 
that she has established a special feast in its honor. It was in 1683, 
on the occasion of a victory gained over the Turks by the Christian 
army, that Pope Innocent XI, being persuaded that it was due to the 
special protection of the holy name of Mary, ordered, in gratitude 
for so great a benefit, that the feast of this holy name, already 
established in several provinces, should thenceforth be celebrated 
universally, in the whole Church, on the Sunday within the octave of 
the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin. It is now observed on September 12. 

May we often invoke with love, reverence and confidence, the holy 
name of Mary, which is to us in this life the principle of grace, and in 
the world to come, the seed of eternal glory! 





“After Her Shall Virgins Be Brought to the King!” (Ps. 44:15.) 


OLLOWING in the footsteps of Mary, the happy novices pictured 

on the opposite page have left their loved ones at home to dedi- 
eate their lives to the adoration of the King of Love in the Holy 
Eucharist. They have heard the sweet call of Jesus inviting them to 
devote their lives to His special service and to live solely for His glory, 
for the spread of the reign of His Sacred Heart and the salvation of 
souls. . 

They realize that it is a great grace for a young girl to be called 
to the religious life, that such a one is a privileged soul, the object 
of Our Lord’s love and predilection, called in preference to many 
others just as worthy, or more so. They know, too, that a religious 
vocation demands sacrifice, but with generous hearts they have re- 
sponded to the invitation of the Sacred Heart, confidant that He will 
compensate them a hundred times over for all they have left, and that 
in His infinite goodness, power and love, He will look after their dear 
ones and bountifully repay their parents’ generous consent, allowing 
them to follow their vocation. 

In order that the work of His Church may go on, Jesus daily 
extends the call to His service in the religious life to other chosen 
souls whom He desires as His own. How blessed are they who hear 
this invitation and hasten to respond! If you who read these lines 
feel that you are perhaps one of those called to a life of Perpetual 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, write for our free booklet, “The 
Benedictine Eucharistic Adorer,’”’ which fully describes the religious 
life of our Congregation. Your inquiry should be addressed to: — 


Rev. Mother M. Carmelita, O.S.B., Prioress General, 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri. 











Our Novices forming an “‘M” 


in honor of Mary before the Sacred Heart statue at the main entrance of the Motherhouse. 
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Worshiping with the Clngels ™ 


—-000-4— 


READ OF ANGELS is one of the beautiful titles applied to 
the Holy Eucharist; and truly it is a most fitting title, 
for although the Angels do not partake of the Eucharistic 
Bread, which is reserved exclusively to the children of 
men, they guard with loving solicitude the tabernacles 
wherein the Holy Eucharist is reserved, and surround 
with adoring love their Lord and God hidden beneath 
the sacramental veils. 

But if the holy Angels unceasingly surround the tabernacles in 
which our hidden God dwells, they are present too, perhaps in even 
greater numbers, whenever the holy Sacrifice of the Mass is celebrated. 
Then, we are told by theologians and sacred writers, they accompany 

, the priest to the altar and follow the various parts of the Sacred Mys- 

' teries with a reverence and devotion possible only to heavenly spirits. 

How the thought of the Angels should increase our own reverence 
and devotion when we assist at Holy Mass! The “Gloria” especially 
should remind us of their presence, for it is the repetition of the Angels’ 
song which announced the birth of the Savior of the world and pro- 
claimed peace to all men of good will. And as the angelic song re- 
sounded in the luminous heavens on that dark night, bringing a message 
of peace and joy to a disconsolate world, so now, too, it brings us 
peace and joy and consolation when it is sung during Holy Mass. 

The Preface of the Mass takes us into the very midst of the nine 
choirs of Angels. Through and beyond this hymn of praise and thanks- 
giving, we seem to hear the uninterrupted songs of praise and gratitude 
which the angels sing at the throne of God in heaven, and we are 
reminded of our own obligation to offer praise and thanks to the same 
God, who is also our Lord and Creator. And if the consciousness of 
our weakness and unworthiness weighs us down, we may take courage 
in the thought that our weak voices are united with those of the jubilant 
angel choirs, and our prayers are thereby made worthy to ascend to 
the throne of His Majesty. The triple Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus with 
which the Preface ends is a faint echo of the unending Sanctus of the 
angel choirs in heaven, and should remind us that we, too, are destined 
one day to unite with the blessed spirits in rendering eternal praise to 
God in our heavenly home. 

After the Consecration, we are again taken into the company of the 
Angels when the priest prays: “We humbly beseech Thee, Almighty 
God, to command that this oblation be borne by the hands of Thy holy 
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Angel to Thy altar on high, in the presence of Thy Divine Majesty, 
that all of us who partake at this altar of the most holy Body and Blood 
of Thy Son, may be filled with every heavenly blessing and grace.” 
If, as is piously believed, the Archangel Michael is the guardian of the 
Blessed Sacrament, it may well be that the Angel here referred to is 
likewise St. Michael, who is the Guardian Angel of the Church. In a 
Solemn High Mass the priest invokes his intercession when he incenses 
the altar at the Offertory, praying that the burning incense, which 
symbolizes the prayers of the faithful, may be graciously accepted by 
God. So here, too, the intercessory power of the Guardian of the Church 
is invoked, that the dew of heavenly grace may descend from the Holy 
Sacrifice upon the souls of the living and the dead. 


At the Communion of the priest and the people, the Angels must 
thrill with wonder, witnessing a spectacle which cannot but fill them 
with astonishment; for they behold the Son of the Most High God, 
the King of Glory and Majesty, entering into the poor dwellings of 
weak, sinful human hearts, and abiding there with loving condescen- 
sion. With what profound veneration they must accompany us to the 
Communion rail —to the heavenly Banquet at which they can be but 
reverent onlookers. Were it possible for them to be envious, surely 
they would envy our happiness at the moment of receiving Holy Com- 
munion — that astounding miracle of love which God has reserved to 
us frail, mortal beings. With what adoring love they must surround 
these living tabernacles of our hearts, uniting with us in acts of thanks- 
giving and praise! And how painful to them the spectacle of a soul, 
loaded with such sublime favors, attending only in a halfhearted, dis- 
tracted way to the Divine Presence, and hastening, when the Holy 
Sacrifice is barely ended, to leave the church and give itself up to 
worldly interests and idle conversation. 


Whenever we assist at Holy Mass and receive Holy Communion, 
let us think of these heavenly spirits and strive to imitate their reverence, 
humility and loving adoration. The Holy Spirit assures us, through 
the words of the 90th Psalm, that God has given His Angels charge 
over us, to keep us in all our ways. Surely, then, it must be their 
greatest delight to accompany us to Holy Mass, and their most earnest 
endeavor to keep us from inattention and irreverence. This is true 
particularly of our own Guardian Angels. Of this we can be sure, 
that there are at least as many Angels in the church as there are people, 
because each one has his Guardian Angel at his side, to aid him in his 
prayers, and to adore with him Christ present on the altar. Let us not 
fail, each time we go to Mass, to ask our Guardian Angel to assist at 
the Holy Sacrifice with us and for us, and in our name to worship the 
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Divine Victim, to offer Him to God, and to implore His grace. In this 
way all that is wanting on our part will be made good by our Angel, 
and the Holy Sacrifice will be the more acceptable to Almighty God. 


Besides the Guardian Angels, thousands of the celestial spirits from 
the higher choirs of Angels assist at Mass, reverently worshiping their 
Lord and God in this sublime Mystery. It was revealed to St. Mechtilde 
that three thousand Angels from the seventh choir, the Thrones, are 
ever in devout attendance around each tabernacle where the Blessed 
Sacrament is reserved. Doubtless a much greater number are present 
at Holy Mass, which is not merely a sacrament but also a sacrifice. 
When we assist at Holy Mass, therefore, we can take the words of the 
Psalmist upon our lips and say: “I will sing praise to Thee, O Lord, 
in the sight of the Angels: I will worship toward Thy holy temple, and 
I will give glory to Thy Name” (Ps. 137:1,2). But we must take 
to heart also the admonition of St. John Chrysostom: “Forget not, 
O man, in what company thou art at the time of this solemn Sacrifice. 
Thou standest amid Cherubim and Seraphim and other exalted spirits 
of high rank.” Let us beware, then, lest we grieve these celestial powers 
by our want of devotion. 

That the Angels pray for us, the same saint states in the most 
explicit manner: “When the priest at the altar offers the stupendous 
and sublime Sacrifice, the Angels stand beside him, and all around 
the altar are ranged choirs of heavenly spirits, who raise their voices 
in honor of the Victim who is immolated. Thus it is not lowly mortals 
alone who call upon God: the Angels kneel before Him, the Archangels 
plead on behalf of man. It is their most accepted time; the sacred 
Victim may be said to be at their disposal.” 

How encouraging it is for us to know that the holy Angels pray 
so earnestly during Mass for all who are present! The supplications 
they offer are much more powerful than those which we poor mortals 
send up to heaven, for the Angels are inflamed with the love of God, 
they behold Him face to face, they speak with all the devotion of their 
pure hearts. Consequently they obtain what they ask of God much 
more readily than we do, with our cold, careless, distracted prayers. 

Knowing that the holy Angels pray so fervently for us during the 
celebration of Holy Mass, we ought to do all that lies in our power 
to assist at the Holy Sacrifice frequently, if not daily; and we ought 
to do so with all possible devotion, so that our prayers may be carried 
up to the throne of the Divinity by the Angels’ pure hands, and the 
Most High may receive them graciously and pardon our indevotion 
for the sake of the devotion of the celestial spirits with whom we 
associate ourselves. 
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The Cross and the Sorrows of Mary 


_<—_——aa 


S Jesus and Mary are never separated, so we find the 
celebration of the mysteries of their lives interwoven 
in the Church’s sacred liturgy. In no ordinary way the 
Church sanctions and encourages devotion to the Cross 
of Jesus and to the dolors of Mary. In Passiontide she 
honors the sorrows of the Mother with the sufferings of 
the Son, and clearly marks out how intimately Mary was 

associated with Jesus in the salvation of men. Again in September, she 

places both the thought of the Cross and the sorrows of Mary before 
our minds, but this time there is a note of triumph and jubilation in 
the feasts, as is fitting in the harvest season. It would seem she wishes 
to gather in the fruits from these “trees of life,’ —the sufferings of 

Jesus and the sorrows of Mary. She expresses this thought when she 

prays in the Mass of the Seven Sorrows that in honoring the sorrows 

of Mary we may reap the happy fruit of the Passion of Our Lord. 
The feast of the Exaltation of the Cross on September 14 shows 
that all good and all graces come to us through the Cross of Christ. 

For this reason, Holy Church invokes the virtue of the Cross in every 

blessing she bestows, for no blessing is given without the use of the 

sacred Sign of the Cross. This Sign is found also in the administration 
of all the sacraments. It is used in the sacrament of baptism; in the 

. absolution of sin; in giving Holy Communion; in the anointing with 

Chrism when confirmation is conferred; in the blessing imparted in 

matrimony; and in holy orders: Souls are strengthend with it for the 

last time with the grace of extreme unction. 





Cardinal Newman says that “In the Cross, and Him who hung 
upon it, all things meet! All things subserve it; all things need it. 
It is their center and their interpretation; for Christ was lifted up upon 
it, that He might draw all men and all things unto Him. The great 
and awful doctrine of the Cross of Christ may fitly be called, in the 
language of figure, the heart of religion. The heart may be considered 
the seat of life; it is the principle of motion, heat, and activity; from 
it the blood goes to and fro to the extreme parts of the body. It 
sustains the man in his powers and faculties; it enables the brain to 
think; and when it is touched, man dies. In like manner, the sacred 
doctrine of Christ’s atoning Sacrifice is the vital principle on which 
the Christian lives, and without which, Christianity is not. Without 
it no other doctrine is held profitably; to believe in Christ’s Divinity, 
or in His manhood, or in the Holy Trinity, or in a judgment to come, 
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or in the resurrection of the dead, is an untrue Faith, not Christian 
Faith, unless we receive also the doctrine of Christ’s Sacrifice.” 

The Cross of Christ is also the symbol of our own crosses — our 
daily trials and difficulties. Here, too, we must remember, there can 
be no blessing without the cross, but every cross becomes the source 
of untold blessings to those who bear it patiently. 


It was at the foot of the Cross that Mary’s sorrows reached their 
culmination. The feast of the Seven Dolors, September 15, recalls that 
the whole life of Mary was one long pilgrimage of sorrows, a continued 
sharing in the Cross of her Son. When we contemplate the sufferings 
of Our Blessed Mother, and in particular her agony at the foot of the 
Cross, two things stand out clearly. First, it was Mary’s love for Jesus 
that brought her to the Cross. When Jesus permitted the Apostles to 
witness His glories, she was absent. But when the nets of His enemies 
were closing around Him, Mary was hurrying to His side. Her love 
would comfort Him and would share His sufferings. 

Secondly, not only did she willingly endure her sorrows, for the 
love of her Divine Son, but, in a much deeper sense, her sorrows were 
caused by love. The intensity of Mary’s sorrows lay in the intimate 
knowledge, which she alone possessed, of the lovable human character, 
the understanding human Heart that was being tortured there on the 
Cross and must soon experience the shock of death. 


Let us learn from Mary’s sorrows to imitate her example, and 
accept sufferings with a spirit of resignation. If we hope to follow 
Christ, we must carry a cross. Will not the picture of Mary, bowed 
down with sorrow on Calvary, teach us something of the strange 
mystery wherein pain is the twin sister of love here below, whereby 
suffering and the cross have become the badge and symbol of the 
Christian? If we wish to follow Jesus closely, we shall have to carry 
a heavy cross. And as the Cross of Jesus gave us Redemption, so 
shall the cross we carry be the means of our salvation. “To cling to 
the cross that crushes us; to lean on it in hours of faintness and 
weariness; to be bathed in the Blood of Jesus, and mingle It with our 
own; to have no confidant other than the God who strikes, and to stand 
valiant under the blows, like the Mother of Sorrows, is to imitate the 
Mother who gave her Son for our Redemption!” (Father Louis Perroy, 
in the “Ascent of Calvary.”) 





Spiritual Vitamin for September 


Sorrowful and Immaculate Heart of Mary, pray for us that we 
may be sanctified by the Cross of Christ! 
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The Catholic Child’s Birthright 
4 


Oe Catholic Church, under Divine guidance, makes wise pro- 
vision for the Catholic education of Catholic children. She 
knows that mere intellectual training will not make men moral nor add 
to the security of the State. She is often severely criticized for her 
insistence on special schools by those who would fashion the minds of 
the rising generation without the help of religion or morality; but not 
less strongly is she upheld in her stand by those outside her fold who 
place a just value on moral training. These latter realize that Catholic 
parochial schools are in no way inferior to the public schools, but rather 
far surpass them; for while the same secular branches are taught as in 
the public schools, in them education is not divorced from religion, 
nor loaded with fads and fancies of educational theorizers. Catholics 
themselves know that no matter how thorough may be the teaching, 
how severe and careful the mental training, how conscientious the super- 
vision in public schools, Catholic youth can never receive in them that 
training and knowledge which is their birthright —a right of which 
not even parents are justified in depriving them. Herein lies the gist 
and kernel of all Catholic argument on the school question, and it ex- 
plains the heroic efforts and sacrifices Catholics make in bearing the 
burden of supporting a Catholic school system in addition to their being 
taxed for the support of the public schools. 


Unfortunately, some Catholic parents fail to look upon the question 
in the true light of Faith, and without necessity, or scruple, send their 
children to public schools. They convince themselves, by listening to 
the arguments of the secular world around them, that this action is all 
right, but they do not reflect that the spirit of the world is opposed to 
the spirit of God’s Church and her teachings, and that society and the 
State have nether stability nor safety unless established upon truth and 
virtue, which are to be found only in true Christian and Catholic 
education. Further, they seem not to esteem properly and to love their 
holy Faith, nor to consider the child’s immortal soul. 


God’s right to the child is prior to and higher than that of the 
parents. From the first moment of its existence, the child belongs to 
God. The parents are only its guardians. They are God’s agents who 
are to prepare it to inherit a place in God’s kingdom. Therefore, 
parents are bound to have the child baptized, to have it instructed in 
the knowledge of God, and to prepare it for the proper reception of the 
sacraments. They are bound to keep the child from evil ways, and to 
guide it in the path of virtue and piety. To neglect these duties is to 
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rob the child of its birthright. To enable Catholic parents to fulfil these 
obligations, the Church wisely commands that Catholic children be sent 
to Catholic schools. She is thus acting as God’s representative on earth, 
and as such has the right and authority to see that parents comply. 


In a Catholic school, children will learn their religion in a natural 
way, and will receive due instruction in morality and virtue, in piety 
and the worship of God. The Ten Commandments contain the basic 
laws of right and wrong. Unhappiness and misery result in this life 
when they are not obeyed, and the eternal loss of one’s soul follows in 
the next. Childhood is the time when the Ten Commandments must be 
learned and explained so that the child knows not only what they are, 
but also why and how they are to be kept. The Catholic school, in 
union with the Church and home, is the best means of giving this 
instruction. 


To become worthy men and women, living happy lives, children 
must learn how to worship Almighty God, how to praise and offer Him 
thanks in prayer. Children, of course, must be taught their prayers at 
home, but in the school they learn further how to pray and why they 
should pray. It is more important for a child to know how to pray 
than to be able to read and write, for without prayer no one can be 
saved. It is because the world has forgotten how to pray that it is 
in such misery today. 


In the Catholic school children will learn also the nature, number 
and necessity of the sacraments. They will learn the necessity of bap- 
tism and how great a grace was bestowed upon them when they received 
the sacrament. They will learn to reverence the great sacrament of 
matrimony which is so abused and scorned in modern life. They will 
learn the immense gift of God which stems from holy orders. They 
will learn to love the sacraments of penance and the Holy Eucharist and 
will be trained to receive them frequently and devoutly. This childhood 
lesson will mean more for them throughout life than any*other. They 
will be carefully prepared for confirmation and taught to esteem the 
sacrament of extreme unction, so that they will look forward to receiv- 
ing it and be prompt to call a priest for the dying. In the Catholic 
school, children will learn further the rites and practices, the devotions 
and history of the Church. They will learn to love and think with the 
Church and to live according to the precepts of God, despite the bad 
example seen all about them. No parents are justified in depriving 
a child of his right to a Catholic education if it lies within their power 
to provide it. 

Education consists not merely in the words of a teacher to pupils 
seated before him, nor in lessons studied from a textbook, but it lies 
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in everything that tends to develop the mind, to ennoble the heart, to 
instruct and perfect a man and to prepare him for eternal life. It has 
been charged by her enemies that the Catholic Church is opposed to 
progress and is a menace to free institutions. She is ever the friend 
of progress, but it must be progress with God. She is a foe to advance- 
ment which means infidelity, but she has ever championed and cham- 
pions today that science which seeks to know God better by under- 
standing His works; that progress — social, intellectual and religious — 
which tends to secure to man his true rights as a child of God destined 
for heaven. She is a friend of human liberty, for she believes liberty 
demands goodness of life, and its true strength is in morality. She is 
too old to be deceived by the notion that zstethic culture or development 
of the mind alone can save nations from destruction. She can remember 
Greece and Rome, whose downfall she witnessed, and history has proved 
the wisdom of her stand time and again. That is why she demands 
Catholic schools for Catholic children, and that is why Catholic parents. 
support Catholic schools and rejoice that they can send their children 
to an institution that will teach and train them in the things that 
matter not only for time but also and especially for eternity. 


How Religion Helps Science 


(Excerpt from an address by Apostolic Delegate Sbarretti to students 
of St. Boniface College, Manitoba) 


HE love of religion in our hearts will help to the knowledge of 

science; because science is the knowledge of things by their ulti- 
mate causes. We may know a great many facts, but we want to know 
the laws that govern these. Our knowledge of the facts is perfect only 
when knowledge of the supreme cause is there. All other things, apart. 
from the knowledge of God, are only imperfect manifestations of 
knowledge. This is the reason why we give religious training along; 
with scientific training. 

Another reason why we make religion so important is because we: 
want to impart the most noble, the highest kind of knowledge we can. 
The truths of religion are truths of the supernatural order. The small- 
est knowledge of a very high order, such as the supernatural order, is, 
far more valuable than a great deal of knowledge of an inferior order. 
Knowledge of supernatural religion is preferred to natural religion.. 
We cannot conceive of energetic, progressive society without morality. 
The Roman Empire was an example; when they had men of strong: 
character they reached the summit of glory, but when they neglected. 
morality they fell. Morality without religion cannot exist; it is the: 
hypocrisy of morality... So we want religion to be taught to our chil-- 
dren, and because we love our religion, we love science. We wish to 
see religion spread, that science may spread also. Catholics do not 
want to be behind the times, but to be at the head of every human. 
progress. 
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The Dignity of Labor 


CONrenst 
ABOR DAY, with its accompanying celebrations, has become 
A\ an American institution. It is very proper that our people 


should celebrate this day and use it as a wholesome recrea- 

tion, for while it is true that the unprecedented prosperity — 
industrial, commercial and economic—with which our country has been 
blessed, is due to the wonderful wealth of natural resources with which 
God has favored this land of ours, we must not forget that labor has 
made these resources and wealth available! Without the hard work of 
muscle and brain, the arm that swings the pick, the hand that directs 
the machine, the brain that plans and organizes enterprise, our natural 
resources would be worth little more than in the days when the Indian 
roamed over the land and trod on the surface of our mineral wealth, or 
gazed without appreciation on the forces that labor, guided by business 
talent, has harnessed in the service of the nation. 

In the encyclicals issued by the Supreme Shepherds of Christen- 
dom, frequent allusion is made to the dignity of labor and to the duty 
of all Christians to engage in some form of work for their own good 
and that of the community. When we commemorate the material con- 
tribution that labor has made to our nation, it is appropriate that our 
thoughts turn, too, to its sancifying effects. Hence, the Church right- 
fully joins the State in commemorating Labor Day, for it was Chris- 
tianity that first gave dignity and honor to manual labor, and em- 
phasized the part it plays in the sanctification of man. 

There are degrees of worth and degrees of honor as regard work 
and labor, though every kind may be worthy and honorable in itself. 
One standard by which worth and honor may be graded is the precious- 
ness of the material. He who in the strength of his arm beats crude 
metal into articles of practical worth is deserving of honor. So is he 
who with rough brush and simple mixture paints our house to keep 
it safe from wind and weather. But greater honor is due him who 
with a magnifying glass works precious metals and carves more 
precious stones into objects of artistic beauty, and him who, with 
delicate pencil and rarely chosen colors, limns a miniature that is a 
‘thing of beauty and joy forever.’ 

But if these are noble works, how much more noble and worthy 
is the work of the teacher and the parent who work on more precious 
material still, and with more delicate means! And especially is this 
true of the teacher of souls, the Catholic priest! He who works on 
gold or platinum or emerald or diamond must be careful not to waste 
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or spoil. How much more careful must he be who works on the 
material of human souls, and how much more credit is due to him who 
has not wasted or spoiled, but has to show for his labur cameos of 
chastity, miniatures of modesty, exquisite chalices of charity, and a 
whole gallery of all the Christian virtues! 

Another means of evaluating labor is the motive which animates 
it. Lowest of all is the labor that seeks solely the dollars and cents 
that it brings te the worker. Low, too, in the scale is the work of him 
who seeks nothing but applause for his achievement and the passing 
praise of the multitude. Higher up is the labor of him who works 
for the sake of his art, and is satisfied if the product is beautiful, 
whether or not it is appreciated. But highest of all is the work of 
him who seeks neither gain, nor praise, nor his own satisfaction, 
but the good of those for whom he works and the glory of God, which 
is his inspiration. 


Labor and Prayer 


In the world of monastic ideals, labor is regarded not only as 
honorable, but as something holy, and with the religious it holds a 
place almost on the same plane as prayer. “To work is to pray,” is 
an oft-repeated phrase heard in religious houses. St. Benedict gave 
to his Order the motto: ORA et LABORA — Pray and Work. Even 
in the Latin composition of the word itself, we see that prayer is a 
part of work: LabORA. And St. Benedict indeed desired his followers 
so to work that their work might be prayer. 

Not only were the monks of St. Benedict’s day and all his 
followers down to the present time inspired by this motto, but in 
ages of faith the people in the larger world outside the monasteries 
took it also as an ideal, that world in which the great cathedrals were 
built, vast tracts of waste land were reclaimed, roads and bridges 
were constructed, and the various practical arts and crafts were 
brought to a perfection that is the envy of our modern times. The 
numerous Guilds that sprang up in the Middle Ages, which not only 
guarded jealously the dignity of each artificer’s activity, but threw 
the shield of religious protection over the rights of the worker and 
the responsibilities of the employer, also grew out of the idea the 
people held of the dignity of work. 

The need for the workers of today to sanctify work by good 
intentions, such as inspired the artisans of ages gone by, is all-important 
for it is the means by which the worker “lays up treasure in heaven.” | 
An action that is not directed to God’s glory does not-merit an eternal 
recompense, but he who works labors hard, like St. Peter, and “catches 
nothing.” This is the point which makes the great gulf that separates 
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saints from those who are not saints. The saints direct even the most 
trivial and insignificant actions to the glory of God. In doing so, they 
find happiness and joy in their labors and trials, while they grow in 
holiness by leaps and bounds. This is what St. Paul urges Christians 
to do: “Whether you eat or drink, or do anything else, do all for the 
glory of God” (1 Cor. 10:31). 

Our Savior gave an example of steady application to work through- 
out His life. His toil has exalted labor, and the fact that He was a 
laborer should be an inspiration and consolation to the working people 
of all times. As a child in Nazareth He helped His Mother with little 
tasks; later He assisted His foster father in the workshop; during His 
active and public life, He preached, He taught, He assisted the sick and 
distressed. He was frequently weary and tired. He gloried in His 
work, and His serenity was not disturbed when He was sneeringly re- 
ferred to as the “carpenter of Nazareth.” Christians can always look 
up to Christ the Worker as their Model. Christ, who felt burdens 
similar to theirs, will pour out the oil and wine of His consolation and 
courage when their hearts are troubled and their labors irk them. 

Yes, it is right to rejoice and take part in the celebration of Labor 
Day. The Christian, however, cannot forget that, like all days of the 
year, Labor Day is not merely a step forward towards better material 
conditions, but it is a stage in the toilsome pilgrimage towards heavenly 
rest in the Eternal City of God. 





SCHEYERN CROSSES Given as Premiums for NEW Subscriptions 
TILL END of 1951 


There is deep significance in the decision of the Holy Father to have the 
closing ceremonies of the Jubilee Year of 1951 carried out in the Sanctuary 
of Our Lady of Fatima, in Portugal, on October 13th, with a Cardinal Legate 
presiding. The honor thus paid to Fatima will quicken the devotion of the 
faithful all over the world in carrying out Our Lady's plea for prayer, penance 
and reconciliation. 

Though previous issues of this magazine have stated that a Scheyern Cross 
would be given until the end of the Holy Year for each NEW subscription, we 
will continue to give these crosses until the end of 1951, so that those who have 
not yet availed themselves of this limited opportunity may obtain one or several 
of these precious little crosses. These crosses are small metal images of a relic 
of the True Cross, kept at Scheyern, Germany, and touched to it. Each cross 
is accompanied with an explanatory leaflet which suggests suitable prayers. 
When sending in new subscriptions. kindly meation whether you wish the cross 
sent to YOU or to the person in whose name the subscription is being entered. 


“I gave the Scheyern Cross you recently sent me to my sister for 
her boy, nineteen years old. The doctors said he couldn’t get well 
without a brain operation. Ee is now well and working. It looks like 
a miracle!’ — Mrs. K. T., Mo. 
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Personal Love of Jesus Christ 
The Love of Benevolence (Continued) 
Aiding Catholic Schools. 


Still another way in which you must show your zeal for the 
interests of Christ is by the support you give to parochial and religious 
schools. Catholic schools are not a luxury; they are a necessity. We 
are living in an age when a bitter war against religion is being fought 
in the class rooms of our secular institutions of learning from the 
highest to the lowest. It is a war between truth and falsehood, between 
Christ and Antichrist. Our American secular schools have become 
frankly pagan and anti-Christian during the past few decades.*  Ir- 
religious and anti-Christian teachings are openly imparted to our young 
people. God, creation, the soul, man’s eternal life and destiny, the 
existence of sin, etc., are denied and ridiculed as myths before millions 
of pupils year after year. Thus have our tax-supported secular schools 
become true poison-wells from which the youth of the land is drinking 
in large draughts polluted waters that kill the soul as effectively as 
cyanide kills the body. For this reason Catholic schools are an absolute 
necessity. 

In 1940 there were no fewer than 9,900,000 young people between 
the ages of 14 — 24 in secular schools — among them about 1,200,000 
Catholics, and the system is frankly materialistic and pagan. If these 
statistics were brought up to date, they would doubtless show a tre- 
mendous increase in numbers. The outlook, therefore, is truly alarming. 


There is a great need then for Catholic schools of all kinds, but 
especially for parochial schools. The parochial school is a necessary 
adjunct to the parish church, the maintenance of which is a duty which 


*“The whole power of modern ‘progress and civilization’ is at this 
moment attempting to accomplish four things: 1. To expunge God from 
science; 2. To drive His Name out of education from the highest to 
the lowest school; 3. To shut out His revealed law from the public 
order of states; and 4. To shut out God from the whole culture of the 
human intellect.’’ — Cardinal Manning, in his book, ‘Internal Mission 
of the Holy Ghost,”’ p. 151. 


In the eighties of the last century, when the Freemasons of Europe 
were agitating for compulsory cremation, the Revista Masonica of 
1885 contained this passage: ‘Civil marriage takes the family from 
the Pope and the Church; non-religious lay instruction takes away the 
rising generation; the civil funerals and cremation at death will rob 
them of their last claims. Thus progress will soon have destroyed the 
Church and the papacy.” 
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devolves on all the members of the parish. But now there are many 
Catholics who seem to hold that the obligation of supporting the paro- 
chial school rests entirely on those parents who have children of 
school age, and that those who have no children to send there are in 
no way obliged to contribute towards its support. 


This, however, is a very erroneous idea. All the members of the 
parish, young and old, married and unmarried, couples without children 
of school age — all, without exception, must consider it a sacred duty 
to lend their aid. If there were no other reason, gratitude alone for 
the precious gift of Faith and their own Christian education should 
prompt them to give a generous assistance. But there is also the duty 
they have as members of the Mystical Body of Christ to be deeply 
interested in the spiritual welfare of all their fellow members. It is 
unfair to throw the bulk of the burden on the parents who have children 
attending school, and who, in addition to tuition, often must defray 
other expenses such as carfare, lunch money, etc. Hence all wage 
earners and persons of means, married and unmarried, should consider 
it a duty of gratitude to help build up the Church by supporting Catholic 
schools, both primary and secondary. 

Aside from the duty of contributing materially to the upkeep of 
Catholic schools, there is the still greater and more urgent obligation of 
praying for the preservation of the Catholic school system. For the 
past half century and more, this system has been under constant fire 
of attack by persons who would replace it by a purely materialistic 
system of education, under pretexts of various kinds, often so shallew 
and supported by such flimsy, lying arguments that a Catholic child of 
nine years might readily recognize their fallacy. But unfortunately, 
a relentless bigotry succeeds in propagating these fallacious ideas, and 
so the huge “snowball” moves on with increasing momentum, catching 
many unwary persons by its lies. 


At the present time the movement to suppress Catholic schools — 
posing under the hypocritical standard of zeal for separation of Church 
and State — is manifesting itself in a countless variety of ways, so that 
scarcely one edition of a Catholic weekly appears without reporting 
one or more incidents or movements directed toward this end. Over- 
looking entirely (perhaps not without purpose) the fact that it is the 
right of the parents, and not of the State, to direct the education of the 
children, a movement is being launched to abolish all private schools 
(which means particularly Catholic schools) and to force all children 
into a government school system. In all the specious arguments put 
forward, not one solid reason for condemning the Catholic school 
system appears. No proofs are adduced, for instance, to show that the 
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Catholic schools are training unpatriotic citizens, or undermining the 
government, or producing other than law-abiding men and women. 
And the reason for this is quite obvious — there are no such proofs 
to be produced! Again, they do not (simply because they cannot) 
prove that the Catholic schools are inferior to the public schools in 
imparting the various branches of secular learning, for this charge 
would be belied by the fact that in almost every contest held, the 
winners are students of Catholic schools. 

Though they dare not say so openly, the one great crime of the 
Catholic schools (in their eyes) is that they teach children about God, 
and about all that pertains to God and the immortal soul. They would 
shake off this yoke of religion, which hampers the free play of men’s 
passions, and therefore the school which teaches religion must be 
abolished. In fact, it cannot be stressed too much that the whole aim of 
the anti-Christian forces is to paganize society by means of secular — 
atheistic education. It is obvious, therefore, that every loyal member 
of the Church is duty-bound to pray, fervently and perseveringly, for 
the triumph of truth over falsehood and of religion over godlessness 
in this diabolical campaign, which is being waged not only in our 
own country, but in all countries where Christian education has been 
introduced. 

In view, then, of all we have said in the preceding pages, can 
you be a good Catholic if you maintain that you have no obligation 
to contribute according to your means towards the extension of the 
kingdom of Christ, but that it is enough for you if you hear Mass regu- 
larly, go to the sacraments now and then, and lead an ordinarily decent 
life? Can you be a good Catholic if you fail to realize that you are 
“your brother’s keeper,” and hence refuse to inconvenience yourself 
and make sacrifices in order to promote the spiritual welfare of those 
less favored than yourself? No; and for the simple reason that you 
are lacking in the most essential virtue of charity, which means love 
of God and of neighbor. And lacking this charity, you are in great 
danger of being ignored and condemned by the Divine Judge on the 
last day. “As long as you did not do it for one of these least ones, 
you did not do it for Me.” “Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the 


‘ everlasting fire which was prepared for the devil and his angels” 


(Matt. 25:45,41). (1 a 


* 





Our MARY CARD, placed where you can glance at it frequently, 
is an excellent reminder to call frequently upon our Heavenly Mother, 
by repeating the powerful name of MARY. Attractively printed in 
blue. 50¢ per 100. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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The Prisoners of the King 
<>) 


The Angels and the Holy Souls 





iW E come now to the consideration of the holy souls in 
purgatory and the Angels — that immense multitude of 
celestial spirits, more numerous than the stars of heaven, 
and more wondrous than the sun or any ather created 
object that eye has seen or heart has imagined. In- 
numerable as are the evil spirits who are allowed to 
beset us and hinder us on our way to heaven, they are 
far inferior in power to these glorious citizens of heaven 
into whose charge God has given us. These angelic spirits love us with 
the most intense love for His sake, and because we are intended by Him 
to fill up the gap in their ranks made by the apostasy of Lucifer and 
his fellow rebels. 

The Angels were in continual attendance upon Our Lord while He 
lived on earth, and thus are present to the eyes of faith in all His 
miracles, although they are not specially mentioned by the Evangelists 
until later on when they relate the history of the Resurrection and other 
events in which the Angels took an active part. We shall here consider 
the relation of the Angels to the holy souls in the miracles wrought on 
Palm Sunday afternoon, when the blind and the lame came to Jesus in 
the Temple and He healed them. These miracles must have delighted 
the Angels, as they took place in the Temple of Jerusalem, where the 
Angels dwelt with great love and reverence as they do in all temples 
consecrated to God. Indeed, the whole scene of Palm Sunday brings 
the Angels before us, calling to our minds Christ’s triumphant entrance 
into heaven at the Ascension, when the Angels came forth to meet Him 
as did the crowds on Palm Sunday. The praise which the Angels 
render God in heaven has yet to be made complete by the addition of 
the countless myriads of redeemed souls who are to fill their ranks, 
and this the Angels specially desire in their eagerness for the deliver- 
ance of the holy souls. ; : 

St. Paul says of the Angels that they are “all ministering spirits, 
sent to minister to them who shall inherit salvation” (Heb. 1:14). 
These few words tell us of their relation to the holy souls. Their 
ministry begins with the birth of the child, and, as the Apostle implies, 
is not to end until their protege receives the inheritance of salvation. 
No tongue can tell how lovingly and faithfully they watch over their 
charges; that will be one of the great surprises in the next world. It 

















Tabernacle and Purgatory 155 


is certain also that this care of the Angels increases in vigilance, if that 
be possible, as the last moment of life draws near; they stand by the 
soul in its final conflict and are present at the particular judgment. 
The Angels rejoice immensely at a good and happy death. The Church 
bids her ministers commend the soul to their charge as it departs this 
life. “When thy soul shall depart from thy body, may the resplendent 
multitude of the Angels meet thee...” And again: .. “Meet him, all ye 
Angels of God, receiving his soul and offering it in the sight of the 
Most High. May Christ receive thee who has called thee, and may the 
Angels conduct thee to Abraham’s bosom.” 


The Angels stand by at the time of judgment and defend the soul 
against the charges of the devils, as is found in the revelations of many 
saints. It is also believed that St. Michael, the Patron of the Catholic 
Church, exerts his power most particularly in favor of the children of 
that Church. Moreover, as St. Thomas teaches, if the soul is con- 
demned to Purgatory, the Angels conduct it there, comforting it and 
showing it the honor due a spouse of Christ. The full enjoyment of 
the company of the Angels cannot be had until we reach heaven; but 
it is the opinion of many Catholic theologians that they are not pre- 
vented from comforting the holy souls, nor from suggesting to the 
living that they pray for them and offer the Sacrifice of the Mass or 
other works of satisfaction in their behalf. 


While we cannot tell to what extent the suffering souls are allowed 
to enjoy the presence of the Angels, it would seem certain that the visits 
of the Angels are of ineffable comfort and relief to them. We may take 
as an image of this consolation that visit which Our Lord received from 
an Angel during His agony in the garden —a visit which must have 
been the appointed means of bringing strength to His Sacred Humanity 
for the terrible conflicts of the Passion. The Angel may be thought to 
have set before our Savior the will of the Eternal Father as the reason 
for the chalice He was to drink, and the immense glory to His Father 
and Himself which would result, as also the great fruit which His suf- 
ferings would produce in the souls of men, and the joy which was to 
be His in the redemption of each soul and of the whole company of 
the elect. This is what St. Paul seems to imply when he writes that 
Christ, for “the joy that was set before Him, endured the Cross and 
despised the shame” (Heb. 12:2). In the same way, we may suppose 
that the Angels comfort the holy souls by representing to them the 
decrees of God’s justice, which must be so dear to them, and because 
of which they are to suffer for a time; the glory which is given God 
through their undergoing the sentence of His justice; and the eternal 
joys of heaven which follow upon this purification. 
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As the Angels have so carefully watched every step of the lives 
of their charges, they will be able to instruct them in many wonderful 
ways as to the providence of God in their regard; especially as to the 
dangers which have been averted from them, mercies of which they 
have been unconscious, and rewards which might have been theirs 
had they been more faithful. It appears to be one of the constant and 
ever-fresh joys of the Angels to watch the marvelous providence of 
God toward His Church as it unfolds itself, year after year, age after 
age; and in the same way they rejoice over His tender mercies in the 
case of each single soul. All this they can reveal to the holy souls to 
explain the debt of gratitude they owe God, as well as the amount of 
that other debt they are to pay His justice. 


But the most direct part of the consolation which the Angels 
constantly minister to the souls in purgatory must be to tell them of 
the prayers and satisfactions which are offered for them by the Church 
on earth, and thus to let them know that they are not forgotten and that 
the time of their release is drawing nearer. In this respect they are, 
in truth, messengers of good tidings and of peace, which they so 
much delight to be. Moreover, it is probable that the holy Angels 
are the source of a thousand suggestions to us to pray for the poor 
souls, of sudden remembrances of them, of the feeling that they are 
in need of our prayers, and the like. Thus we get some faint idea 
of the work of the Angels for the holy souls as being a work of active 
and multifarious charity, carried on with unwearied energy and 
vigilance, to procure relief for the sufferers in all the many ways God 
has provided. 


And then at length comes the time of intense joy, both to the 
Angels and the holy souls, when the purification has been completed 
and nothing now remains for the souls but to be presented to God by 
their Guardians, at the head of whom the blessed St. Michael is placed 
for this solemn act of triumph. It is, then, in our power to rejoice 
the hearts of the glorious Angels of God by the suffrages we offer for 
the holy souls, making them our friends and debtors by the charity 
we show their charges. Our Lord says some terrible words about 
those who scandalize one of the little ones who believe in Him on 
account of the simple truth that their Angels always see the face of 
His Father. We may turn the threat which those words convey into 
a most gracious promise of protection and intercession on the part of 
those glorious princes of the court of God, by praying and working 
faithfully for those souls whose Angels are always in God’s presence, 
to bear witness to the slightest act of charity which is done for these 
patient sufferers. 
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Little Lovers’ League 


See ee oe 





colored; wood fires on crisp fall nights; school again, 
with new books and new lessons; old friends and some 
new ones. All in all, it is a busy month, so it is for- 
tunate for us that September is dedicated to the holy 
Angels, those special friends of God’s whom He has made 
our guardians and protectors. From the moment of our 
birth each one of us is given into the particular care 
of an Angel, who, though we cannot see him, leads us through life, 
and when we come to die brings us before the throne of God and 
hopes to be able to introduce us to all the joys of heaven. 


Our happiness, both now and in eternity, means very much to our 
dear Guardian Angel, of whom, perhaps, we seldom think, not even to 
thank him for his protection and love. Here is a little story about a 
boy named Jack and his Guardian Angel which may remind us to think 
of our own Angel more often. 


tired. His face was smudged with dirt and his back ached from 
pulling weeds. To him it seemed a very useless occupation; why pull 
weeds today, when tomorrow there would be two more to take the 
place of the one he was rooting up now? Besides, why did he have to 
stay in the yard, raking the grass and pulling those silly weeds, when 
the other fellows were all down at the lake, enjoying a good swim? 
He could hear their shouts from where he was and almost feel the 
spray of the clear, cold water on his back. And there was his sister 
Barbara, sitting on the porch, sewing. Imagine sitting around sewing 
when one could be at the lake having a fine swim! Besides, why 
couldn’t Barbara look after the yard for a change and let him off? 

Grumpily Jack pulled another weed. It was really too much. A 
fellow shouldn’t be expected to pull weeds on the hottest day of the 
summer. With a sigh he threw himself down under the maple tree 
beside the fence and stared up at the sparrows who were flying about 
from branch to branch. That was what he needed —wings. With 
wings like those birds had, or like the ones on the Angel in the picture 
hanging above his bed, he could be at the lake in no time. Jack sat 
up so suddenly that a startled sparrow, perched almost over his head, 
had scarcely time to fly away before he was on his feet. He didn’t 
need wings at all — his own two feet could carry him to the lake just 
as well, and that’s where he was going! 

Wasting no time, he brushed past Barbara on the porch, in a 
hurry to get his things. His sister, however, caught hold 6f his arm 
and asked where he was going. ‘To the lake!’’ answered Jack, look- 


L was a warm, a very warm, August day, and Jack was hot and 
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ing defiant. ‘Oh, no, Jack,’’ said Barbara, ‘‘you know Dad doesn’t 
want you to go there unless there is a grownup with you; there are 
dangerous depths in that lake and people have drowned in them. 
Besides, you haven’t finished the yard.” ‘Well, I’m not going to 
finish it. It’s too hot, and the other fellows are at the lake, so I’m 
going, too.”’ 

When he came out again with his bundle tucked under his arm, 
Barbara was still there. ‘Please, Jack,’’ she begged, ‘‘don’t go now. 
Dad will be angry, and what if something should happen?’’ There 
were tears in her eyes, but Jack would not listen. The last thing he 
heard her say, as he hurried down the walk, was, “I’m going’ to ask 
your Guardian Angel to keep you from getting there.’’ He was a little 
worried at this. Barbara had great faith in her Guardian Angel; she 
had even given him a name, and “‘Daniel,’’ as she called him, certainly 
looked after her. If she got after his Guardian Angel there might be 
trouble! But, just the same, he was going to the lake. 


On the way he had to pass the parish church — Guardian Angel 
church — with a giant statue of the great Archangel Michael above the 
door. Somehow, Jack did not want to look at the statue today, though 
usually he stopped and imagined himself a warrior like that, waving 
a huge sword. Today Michael’s sword looked almost menacing and 
he seemed to be pointing it right at him, as if he knew what Jack 
was doing. But the terrible dragon under his feet looked quite happy, 
as if he approved the disobedience. Inside himself Jack began to hear 
an accusing voice: ‘‘Your Guardian Angel certainly can’t think much 
about what you are doing. He must have to hang his head before the 
other Angels whose charges at least finish a job they have been given 
and don’t stop working just because it’s a little hot. Fine warrior 
you’d make! How could you ever hold a sword when you can’t even 
pull a few weeds! And Dad trusted you to finish the yard. After all, 
hasn’t he been pretty good about taking you to the lake whenever he 
can?” 

Jack took a few more steps in the direction of the lake, but it was 
no use. He couldn’t smother that inner voice; Barbara had kept her 
promise. He felt sure that it was his Guardian Angel trying to inspire 
him to do what he knew was right. Back he walked to the church, 
looked up at the statue of St. Michael, who didn’t seem quite so fierce 
now, shook his fist at the dragon, and went inside. It was cool there, 
and he said a small prayer to his Guardian Angel, thanking him for 
making him see things straight and asking him to keep on watching 
over him. 

When he got back to the house, Barbara glanced up from her 
sewing and smiled at him. He smiled back and told her that ‘‘Daniel’’ 
had been busy, then went on to the yard. It really didn’t take long 
to finish the weeds when he put his mind to it, and the yard certainly 
looked much better without them. Soon it was five-thirty, and Jack 
heard his father’s voice from the porch: ‘“‘You did a good job, Son. 
Now come on in and get your swimming things. We are all going to 
the lake for a picnic-supper. Mother has the sandwiches made and 
there is a chocolate cake in the basket.’ Jack looked at Barbara 
and laughed. “I think I’ll call mine ‘Michael!’’’ was all he said. 
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Saint Jerome 


NE September day, long ago, a lean, scholarly-looking monk sat 
O beside his monastery gate in Bethlehem. He was reading some 
long rolls of paper, written in the difficult Hebrew language, and was 
so absorbed that he did not notice the approach of an animal until it 
was close enough to rub against his shoulder. Supposing it was one 
of the dogs which roamed about the village, the monk put out his 
hand absently to pat its head. It seemed to be an unusually large 
head, covered with a great deal of very thick hair. Distracted by this, 
the monk glanced up. It was indeed an unusually large head and it 
belonged to an unusually large lion, who was standing there quietly, 
with one paw outstretched! From this paw dangled a large thorn. 
Quite as if it were something he did every day, the monk took the 
paw gently in his hands and very carefully removed the thorn. Then 
bathing the sore place with some water from a small vessel standing 
near him, he bound it up with his handkerchief. The lion submitted 
to all this very patiently, and when it was finished crouched down 
beside the monk, as if to say ‘“‘thank-you.” 

You probably have guessed by now who this courageous monk 
was: —none other than St. Jerome, one of the great Doctors of the 
Church. Although this story of the lion and the saint is, perhaps, just 
a legend, still the rest of Jerome’s life is no less unusual. 

Jerome was born on the frontiers of Panonia and Dalmatia about 
the year 331. His wealthy parents provided him with a very good 
education and sent him to Rome to complete his studies. While in 
the capital the future saint and hermit enjoyed himself to the full, 
joining in the games and amusements of the gay students. It was not 
until he was traveling in France a few years later that he began to 
feel a distaste for this sort of life and decided to become a Christian. 
Even more than that—-for Jerome was never one to do things by 
halves — he decided to go to the desert of Syria and live the life of 
a hermit. 

In this dreary land of bleak valleys and rocky cliffs, the saint 
found himself a cave, nailed his Crucifix to the wall, dressed in sack- 
cloth and began a hard life of prayer and penance. Soon his body 
was sunburned and there was little flesh left on his bones. But his 
fiery temper was not yet fully under control, as can be seen from some 
letters he wrote to his friends telling of finding even in the desert 
other monks who entirely disagreed with his opinions in matters of 
learning. 

When his health failed, due to overmuch fasting, he was forced 
to return to Rome, this time as a priest, for the Bishop of Antioch 
had ordained him before he left the East. Living again in the capital 
of the West, Jerome devoted himself to translating the Scriptures 
into the famed Latin ‘“‘Vulgate’’— a version which is used to this 
day. He also found time to instruct some noble Roman ladies in the 
reading and understanding of the Sacred Books. His writings, how- 
ever, were not accepted by everyone, and his pen made him many 
enemies, for the saint could be very sarcastic, as shown by the follow- 
ing which he wrote of the fashionable women of the day: ‘“‘Today 





160 Tabernacle and Purgatory 





you see them packing their wardrobes with dresses, and unable to 
wear them often enough to keep the moths from eating them. They 
hold out a hand to the needy, blowing a trumpet before them, and 
give him a penny!” At the death of Pope Damasus, who had be- 
friended him, these enemies forced Jerome to leave the city. 

In 385 he went to Bethlehem, and with the help of some wealthy 
Christians from Rome, who had become his disciples, he founded a 
monastery and convent. Soon he had many monks busy copying and 
translating old manuscripts. By this time his version of the New 
Testament was complete, and he was at work on the much more difficult 
task of translating the Old Testament. Amid these labors, in the very 
village where Christ was born, the stormy Jerome found peace and wds 
able to write: ‘‘Here the quiet is broken only by the chanting of psalms, 
and even the farmer at his plow sings ‘Alleluia.’ ”’ 

Nothing could stop him now, not the increasing weakness of old 
age, nor even the sack of Rome in 410. For he looked around him at 
the glorious Roman Empire falling into ruins and said: ‘“‘The great 
city has been overthrown, churches have fallen into dust and ashes, 
but we are still joined together by the love of Christ.’’ 

St. Jerome died in the year 420. He has fittingly been made the 
patron of librarians. When we think of what we owe to his love of 
truth, his defense of real learning, his devotion to the Word of God, 
his years of toil and labor, we feel that, like the lion of long ago, we, 
too, should kneel and say our grateful “Thank-you, St. Jerome!” 
Let us do so especially on his feast, September 30th. Ask St. Jerome, 
too, to help you with your studies, and especially in your religion class. 


PRACTICE: Do not forget, dear Little Lovers, that September 8 
is the Birthday of the Blessed Mother. And there is no present which 
would please her more on that day than a fervent attendance at Holy 
Mass and receiving Holy Communion in her honor. Better still, offer 
her a special week of Holy Masses and Communions, asking her to 
bring peace to our world. 


ASPIRATION: Dear Angel, ever at my side, watch over me and 
keep me from harm. 


Send for our booklet, “Our Heavenly Companions” (10¢), and learn all 
about your Guardian Angel and how to honor him. 








SAFEGUARD FOR THE RIGHTS OF PARENTS 

All schools, from the elementary to the university, should be thoroughly 
Catholic, and one of the main duties of the pastors of the Church is to safeguard 
the rights of the parents and the Church in this matter. It is of the very greatest 
importance that Catholics should have everywhere for their children not mixed 
schools, but their own schools and these provided with good and well-trained 
teachers. Let no one delude himself that a sound moral training can be separated 
from dogmatic religious training. To separate the training in knowledge from 
all religious influence is to form citizens to be the bane and pest of society 
instead of being the bulwark of their country. Moreover, it is not for youths 
to be taught religion at fixed hours, but all their training must be permeated 
by religious principles. — Pope Leo XIll. 
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BOOKLETS CHILDREN WILL LOVE 











Latin for Sisters 


A neat, practical book, designed especially for 
Sisters who recite the Divine Office. The study of 
Latin is presented in a simple, easily understand- 
able way. This book has been highly appreciated 
by religious, and by lay people who are eager to 
learn the official language of Holy Church. It is 
bound in durable paper, printed in large type on 
excellent quality paper. 
helpful vocabulary. 50¢ plus postage. 


BOY HEROES — An appeal- 


BRE SELOSS ing sketch of the interesting 
RAMBLING lives of two boy heroes of our 
ROSES ‘oon 


RAMBLING ROSES — This 
charming outline of the lives of 
three saintly modern girls will 
appeal to children and adults 
alike. 





“Kk Real Treasure!” 


say the hundreds who have read this booklet. 
It will help you, too, to a greater under- 
standing and appreciation of the Mass. The 
explanation of the Holy Sacrifice is thorough, 
interesting, clear and yet simple. It is es- 
pecially valuable for religious instruction in 
the classroom, study-club discussion and for 
converts. Size 53% x8% inches. 128 pages, 
with many liturgical illustrations. Paper 
binding, 35¢. 





10¢. 





10¢. 


171 pages, including a 





Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Booklets to 
lend “WINGS” 


to your devotion! 
Each booklet, 10¢ 


September is the Month of the Angels. — Read the 
following booklets to foster knowledge and devotion 
to these guardian spirits: 


A wealth of information on the powerful 
protectors of man, the Guardian Angels, is 
to be found in Our Heavenly Companions, 
as well as the proper of the Mass of the 
Guardian Angels, and 


many other prayers. ‘Death St. Michael's 
om a an 





*Neath St. Michael’s > ae: tp ie aii 


Shield will stimulate Ay a 
your devotion and pro- i) gas 
ae 


vide prayers to honor 


the victorious leader of 
the heavenly hosts and 
unfailing champion of 











souls on earth. 


Just the booklets you want for the Feast of the Seven Dolors 
of Our Blessed Mother on September 15, to fill your heart with 
compassion for Our Sorrowful Mother: — 


Mary’s Seven Sorrows 
Devotion to the Mother of Sorrows 





— 


An inspiring group of booklets — for devotions for Holy Com- 
munion, Visits, Holy Hours, Nocturnal Adoration, etc.: — 


God Himself, Our Sacrifice Jesus Loves Me 
Jesus Pleads for My Love My Daily Visit 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 











